
CREATIVE   COMMONS



Creative Commons is a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to building a globally-accessible 
public commons of knowledge and culture. 
We make it easier for people to share their 
creative and academic work, as well as to 
access and build upon the work of others. By 
helping people and organizations share 
knowledge and creativity, we aim to build a 
more equitable, accessible, and innovative 
world.

CREATIVECOMMONS.ORG

WHAT   IS   CREATIVE 
COMMONS?

http://creativecommons.org


LICENSE   CONDITIONS
There are 6 main Creative Commons licenses creatives can use when publishing they 
work under CC terms. The six CC licenses are based on 4 conditions. 

• Attribution (by) 

• ShareAlike (sa) 

• NonCommercial (nc) 

• NoDerivatives (nd)



LICENSE   TYPES
The 6 copyright licenses are combinations of the 4 conditions and offer varying level of 
control to the originator of work.  

• Attribution (CC BY) 

• Attribution ShareAlike (CCBY-SA) 

• Attribution-NoDerivs (CC BY-ND) 

• Attribution-NonCommercial (CCBY-NC) 

• Attribution-NonCommercial-ShareAlike (CC BY-NC-SA) 

• Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivs (CC BY-NC-ND)



ATTRIBUTION (CC BY)
This license lets others distribute, remix, tweak, and build upon your work, even 
commercially, as long as they credit you for the original creation.  

This is the most accommodating of licenses offered. Recommended for maximum 
dissemination and use of licensed materials.



ATTRIBUTION   SHAREALIKE (CC BY-SA)
This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work even for commercial 
purposes, as long as they credit you and license their new creations under the identical 
terms.  
This license is often compared to “copyleft” free and open source software licenses. All 
new works based on yours will carry the same license, so any derivatives will also allow 
commercial use. This is the license used by Wikipedia, and is recommended for materials 
that would benefit from incorporating content from Wikipedia and similarly licensed 
projects.



ATTRIBUTION-NODERIVS(CC BY-ND)
This license lets others reuse the work for any purpose, including commercially; however, 
it cannot be shared with others in adapted form, and credit must be provided to you.



ATTRIBUTION-NONCOMMERCIAL(CC BY-NC)
This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work non-commercially, and 
although their new works must also acknowledge you and be non-commercial, they don’t 
have to license their derivative works on the same terms.



ATTRIBUTION- NONCOMMERCIAL-  
SHAREALIKE (CC BY-NC-SA)

This license lets others remix, tweak, and build upon your work non-commercially, as 
long as they credit you and license their new creations under the identical terms.



ATTRIBUTION- NONCOMMERCIAL-  
NODERIVS (CC BY-NC-ND)

This license is the most restrictive of our six main licenses, only allowing others to 
download your works and share them with others as long as they credit you, but they 
can’t change them in any way or use them commercially.



“Furggelen afterglow” by Lukas 
Schlagenhauf is licensed under 
CC BY-ND 2.0. 

HOW  TO  GIVE  ATTRIBUTION
You can use CC-licensed materials as long as you follow the license conditions.  
One condition of all CC licenses is attribution. 

Here is an example of an ideal attribution of a CC-licensed image:

https://flickr.com/photos/lschlagenhauf/38494602082/
https://flickr.com/photos/lschlagenhauf/
https://flickr.com/photos/lschlagenhauf/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/2.0/


WHAT  SHOULD  ATTRIBUTION  INCLUDE?
This is an ideal attribution because it includes the: •Title: “Furggelen afterglow” •Author: “Lukas Schlagenhauf“—with a link to their profile page •Source: “Furggelen afterglow“—with a link to the original photo on Flickr •License: “CC BY-ND 2.0”—with a link to the license deed

https://flickr.com/photos/lschlagenhauf/38494602082/
https://flickr.com/photos/lschlagenhauf/
https://flickr.com/photos/lschlagenhauf/38494602082/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/2.0/

